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SEVEN WORLDS

Maricells Al-Zeid comes from s family with
teo defining characteristics: Mining and
tragediy.

Maricells iz the daughter of a proud mining
family from Bay Jing. Maricells’s great-
grandfather had been one of dhat world’s firsd
zettlers, had been involuved in dthe mining
operations around Triumph, and lost hiz life
in the mining sabodage of 2129, Maricells’s
grancdfather, & boy of & a3t dthe dime, had
supruived the dragedy and condinued the Rl-
2eid family dradition a2 a miner when he grew
of age.

FMaricells’s father was the youngest of her
qrandfather’s seven kids, Born in 2158, and
alzo & miner, he finally found the lowe of his
Life and married in 2188, the ysar of the
Feion Riods dhat so compleisly affecisd Bay
Jirgnian socisdy. Hawing had ong of his new
relatives on his wite’s side killed by the
actions of the rogue psion, and worrisd aboud
the future prospects for hiz yst unborn
children should he stay in Bay Jing,
Maricelle’s parents mowved do Dauphing in
Mowwells VWie, and in 2188 becams one mors
sebtler family drying to make 5 living in the
fromfier. I waz here, in a small willage on
the wildernsss of Bay Jing, that Maricells was
born in 2181 Her father +ound 3 new Job as 3
farmer and raised Maricells, her older sisier
and brother, and her youngest brother.

But ewen here, tragedy pursusd the family.
The wiclend rivalry beduesn Jubilse and
Dauphing temporarily paused afier the war, had
Degun ansk. Thers uers %'r»:aiuen% skirmizshes,
and the endire willage was drainsd in combat
tactics, Ewven =0, 11 Was & surprise atiack by
a particularly nasty and radical Jubiles

intormal militia that in 2199 zuccessfully
irpsaded and burned the small willage. An 8-
year-old Maricells lost her mother and older

brother that day, and zaw orueldy and death
first hand. Her sunny personality changed
permanently do the dour, serious dizposition
zhe Carriss nokd.

FMaricells’s grisving father newver recouersd
from the blow. A soon 33 he could, he mowed
the remains of his family fo Hephassius, the
zmall izland in Mowwells Vie composed of
independent miners. He was resolued o keep
hiz tamily avay from the senseless conflict
bebween Jubiles and Dauphin in any way
possible. Hiz old minsr instincis came back as
well, and by 2202 he spent most of his dims
in the quist and solitude of space, mining the
inmer oF ouder asterold belis onoan old
crusty ship he managed o buy with the
gouernment’s compensation for his personal
lozs, Maricells reached her lesnage ysars
groming up in the care of her older sisisr

Jung had recently hooked the Hound 4o a
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Mubi onot much older than herl, yearning for
hiz tather whenewver he came down o the
surfane,

By the dime she was fourdesn, Maricells joined
R father’s mining operation. In the nest fen
years she learned everything theres was o
learn about her family’s dangerous drade: She
learned how o dizcouver waluable elesmends in
the asteroids and how do pry them from the
rocks in space. She learnsd how do live and
work in microgravity and zero-G. She also
becams an expert in dealing with the
merchants ans:l: underworld of Clarke Sdation,
Where miners are the lowsst of the low, and
where Jubiles and Dauphin wie politically,
With the miners from Elephaez%uz being in the
middle. Mozt of ally she lsarnsd how to keep
the Hound of Forduns, her father’s old rust
bucked of 5 ship, working. She also becames an
gxpert pilot and mechanic for the ship.

By the dime she turned dwendy-four, Maricells
was the de-facto leader of her father’s mining
outfit, B dfough, no-nonsense givl, lgnoring
boys and fur do foous on her job, she waz on
her way to becoming a minor leader among
Hephasstuz miners. Then, in 2216 dragedy
struck the Rl-Zeid family, again.
Maricells, her tather, and her youngsr br's:siher
i shiray
rock that had escaped the ouder beld many
years ago atter s collision with another
asteroid, and waz now close o the dead-end

Jump point to the uninhabited star sysiem of

HIP 224520 Most asteroids behave more like
chunks of loose rubble than strong rock, and
thiz ong Was no exceplion. Gedling fo dhe
vialuables wasn’t easy, but that was pard of
the job. Their ship had been moored for s feu
days, and the boring pard of the job was
beginning o sedils in

On the sixdh day of thelr mizsion, Maricells
Was taking & spacewalk, flosting around the
azteroid with 3 lod-amound sensitive zensor.
She was flying around the far side of the
rock when she saw dhe energy spike on her
instruments, and feld the glow of light
surrounding her, az if the light wers at the
other side of the asisroid... newxt do wherse
her ship was. She dried o condact Papa and
her brother owver the link, but there was
irderference all ouer the comm.

She gquickly durned sround and began her
redurn o the ship. After a mingde she finally
managed o bend the asterold, and had o
cover her eyes. Mhat she saw looked like 3
bBlack spiked =sdar, like what an asisrisk
should Es:n:si:: like 1 it were sparkling black
and menacing. Therse were no obwious enginss.
And it waz huge, dearfing the Hound by Yar.
Where did i come from? The only possible
ansuer Was from the jump poind do HIP 23452

e vl
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But the jump poind was shill s few hundesds
of thouzands of kilomedlers away. Hs far oas
Maricells knew, no ship could ender space that
far from the ,jumf point. Ped thiz one duas i
a =hip? apparently had.

These thoughts piled in the back of her mind
as tear concentrated in frond of her. She
could just stare for s few seconds betore dhe
enstgy Wave washed right around her. The
zenzors in her spacesuld, designed 4o delect
increazes in radiation and harmful energy,
immediately darkensd her wizor, which zaued

her from the light. Bub nothing, not even the
reinforced andi-radiation zpacesuit, could keep
the immense amounts of energy from
penetrating her body and pushing her  away.
Fortunately +or her, she was pushed back
towards the far end of the asteroid, and thus
peser got o peceive the brunt of the athack,
But in the silence she feli her body being
pushed & thousand ways, being hit by the
Fock, as euverything exploded.

After a feu seconds the wisor began slowly o
clear, and she saw in dthe glow how plsces of
rock, debriz and medal were flying from the
other side of the asteroid, in all direciions.
she had been irradizted and she knew i, i
Was just oa matter of days before she wers
dead, but =4ill zhe managed 4o fload back
%nnar'd: the other zide.

The strangs object wasn’t there anymore. Half
the asteroid wasnd ther gy either, El o ERETH
by zome unspeakable force. And her ship was
Just s bunch of flosting soraps among the

2, pleces of it orashing with chunks of
rocks in the silence of The Hound,
Fapa, Jungis... all gons.

EpAce.

She barely remembered what happened

attervards. The strangs energy surgs had tu;«en
zeeny from Mouwells “1:*:, and someons Was send
oo investigate. Her HEsistand probably %x_lr"ries:i

o the emergency radio zignals, which
explains how she was rescusd 3 few days
I:Pf”wr by & Circle Patrol Ship. The fact that
zhe herszelt waz a heat source probably

helped, 400,

When she finally regainsed consciousness she
Waz inzide a Healing Pod on the Circle zhip,
flying back fowsards Mouvells Vieo B kind face
looked at her from the other side of dthe Pod
glazs and ewxplained that she had been
1rr3d1m‘wd bt fortunstely would be fine.
She'd be wesk and zick for a feu more days,
Bt she'd surwiuve,

The next feu days on the way back o
Mowvelle Vie were awful. She waz inderuviewsd
remotely by authoritiss from Clarke Shation
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about what she had seen, bud no one beliswed
hier. What was that energy and heat surge that
had been delected all owver the system? Mo
answer Was satisfactory. The fact that her
father and brother were dead, and her
Liwelihood were destroysd, did nod seem do
makter oo anybody, c

For the entire drip Marcus, the middle-aged
medic who had dreated her in the Pod, becams
her only friend and the only person mllmq o
zmile and show some "LII'HFI:I'l‘FILI to her. MHher
the hours EE&EEE'C] and zhe refused do zpeak he
told her swories, boring stories aboud hizs job,
the llr‘“lwq What he had zeen, why he belisved
in thiz, and many other things. A% zome poind
phile }.L%emnq o Frifn, zomething changed in
her., She wanted hiz inner peace, the zenze of
purpose he had and zhe had just lost, Thers
Waz nothing left for her in Hephasstus ewmcepd
for her sizter, and seeing and living with her
Mol Mas E‘;:&Fdwr' than she could bear. She had
dozens of remode cousins in Bay Jing, but they
e meant much o her

When she arvived st Clarke Sdation, Maricells
immediately wend to the Circle offices and
signed up. Her fulure was elsewhers, not here.
she made a wideo call 4o her sizter and zaid
good-bye, Mubl looked gaund and sad and had
clearly been orying for days. And nows
Maricelle had 40 42ll her about her decizion.
Even in the midst of her pain, Mubi dold
Maricells she supporisd her and her decizion,
and she lowved her. They praysd fogedher wia
the wideo call, and she hung up, not bedore
promizing o owisit as soon as she Was ready.

Tro years have pazzed zince then. Maricells
haz become a promizing young Circle officer,
in high demand becauze of her enginesring
skillz. I+ feels good o be needed, and 4o be
treated az part of 3 large family, ewen though
it pot s tamily, nod oreally, not like dhe one
she lost. The incident that cost the lives of
her brother and father has besn clazsified or
forgotien, officially =1l “under
inestigation.” She has lsarned thiz iz
the only dime this has happensd.

nod

She has dice wisided her sizter Mubi, now
marrised and with 3 small babye Hhatever

h%ﬁ wred in the frontisr, she hopes dhe Circle
)

b there do help prﬁ%ec% her zister and
R family against 4
The wounds have nod healed yed, bt Maricells
knows she 15 on her way 0 & rensuded sense
af purpose.
Hppearance
Maricells iz & dough- 1aa£1nq woman of heenty-
zix. She iz dark-zkinned, has dark hair and
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iz of middle height. Her body iz stocky but has raized sysbrows in the psychological

nok fat. She iz more plain than beaodiful bud depardment af the Circle, and now Maricelle is
her strong look and zenze of authority and under periodic psychological surveillance.
security project a certain charizma and
atbractivensss, IF st all possible she pre
to o dress in oa used work suit, and cares
aboud how she looks. T4 i common o see
coered with dust and grease. BEuven when
dreszed in official Circle wace sult uniform,
it Iooks strangs on hery, az if she didrdd
belong in il

far
1i4d

he

TR et
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Maricells talks wery litile, and doss nod
mingle much. She doss nod tolerals
incompetence o idle dalk, but she is
etficient, courteous and respeciful. Hhen off-
duty she keeps to herseld and kesps a serious
face, Howewer, most of her fellow officers
hawe zeen her smile ewery once in i while,
only do gquickly ged seriocus when she nolices
zhe’s being watched, She has s dsrrible
temper 1F prowvoked, and has already found
herselt on probation duice because she has
punched some jokester in the tace. She
probably wWill not go o probation again,
mostly because now everybody knows betler
than o mess with her. Besides, her no-
nonsense attitude has bought her some
admirers in the Circle.

FMaricells often wolundsers for missions, when
she thinks her skills might be waluable. She
particularly likes rescus missions, and her
superiors admit her dedication 4o helping
retugess oF survivors when this happens. Up
urekil nows zhe had awoided any mizsion that
ook her do Mougeells VWie, bbb recendly has
decided zhe iz ready to dravel do thiz world,

%QQ,

In her tree time, she lowves reading and
learning aboud science in general. She
particularly likes to check scoud and explorer
reports from the frondisr, although few know
what she iz looking for when she reads them
=00 caretully.

She doss nod talk aboud her past 14 she can
avoid it She hopes o always be able 4o avold
it.

Haricelle’s Hesisiand: “Papa”

Maricells has updated her assisiand
errzs:snali%g atter her draumatic sxperisnce,
dod her assiztant looks and talks in the
image of her dead father. Papa usually ofters
aduvice, and he iz wery dender and caring with
her “daughter.” Papa newver gels angry, nswver
challenges or questions her. Maricells newer
gives orders o her assistant, she usually
asks things of it a3 i b were her real dads
Unbeknownst 4o her the selsciion of dhis



