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Derrick was born on Hpollo, the son of an
Earthiow Mawal (ficer and a wealthy local
merchant's daughter. Derrick's father met hiz
mother while on assignment on Hhitehall, the
capital of Hpollo. He married but made
intrequent wizits home, as he spent the nesdt
fer years on assignment in differsnt pards of
space until hiz redirement. After redirement,
howewer, Derrick’s father made MHhitehall his
home. Shelitered from Hpolle's chaos and
corruption by hiz wife’s wealth, Derrick’s

father focused on his memoriss, and his
children.

Derrick waz the youngest of the couple's four
children.  H carstres, jouvial boy, more

interested in spords and physical achis Aties
than in studying or liztening 4o hiz father's
old stories of military honor, Derrick grew up
Etwlll? drg he could do”angthing. And he usually
e xiRR

bhile his brothers and sizder focussed on
arandfather's merchant business, oF on
tollowing their father's footsieps in the
Earthiiow Security Fur":::‘l Derrick gred up an
abtractive, bradny young e focuzed on fun,
girls and zpords. He didn't like 4o study, bod
phen he dli:l: he displaged enough smards do
eazily pass hiz classes with no need +or hard
Wk, His good  looks, brash manner and
fearless personality made him idolized by the
girls and respected by the boys,

bhen the dime arrived o decids what o do
with hiz life, Derrick decided o ender
Earthiiow Academy. Hiz proud father deluded
himseld indo belisving hiz son had finally
developed & sense of responsibility and
ptarcked b0 follow family dr :n:El%lun,, but it mas
of course all a sham: Derrick zaw the Heoademy
az the wa"ze:% pay o getd his f:ﬁh:—«r ot his
hack: he also saw himseld as 3 holshol
uniform-clad -E.%.m"f.hip fils:s% living on the
Flother Flanst, the epitoms of success and
attractivensss., And he Waz selt-confident
enough o beliswe hed bresze thru the
Aoademy. He had given no thoughd do what
happened atterwards, az he uzually didn'd plan
that far.

Ht the Hcademy on Barthy Dervick gained a
reputation az a reckless, risk-taking natural
Igader. Hith three other friends, all dewoled
o himg he tormed a small band and spent most
of his free dime do pulliﬁﬂ oft dhe mos ‘f”
outrageous challenges and pranks. 14 wa
of these H‘f:ﬁf” UHlm:ﬁ*wlu changed his llfwu

i

Bran Mollenar was an oudstanding pilot, an
all-busziness, E”m"”mll = student from Earth,
the clozesi do Eh—«rrlxi in piloting skill. He
was thus in Derrick's mind his main

competitor. H feu mondhs before the end of

ard

BACKGROUND NOTES

the tinal derm, Derrick and hiz frisnds
decided to deach Ewvan a lesson. They ambushed
Evan during one of hiz flight practice runs in
the upper stmosphere, and ook turns
mansuuering around him in sub-orbital space,
teazing and dizsying hime They thought Evan,
q;“n“nj {31}.”%‘ S hl—' [ ko f‘nU}J‘j ';:gf-w 1'? H__ k]
pandcked Ewvan los cordrol of his ship and
plunged headlong m%n the atmosphers,
dizintegrating hiz ship, they realized how
prong they dere,

Back on BEarth, Derrick and his friends
pervously awaited thelr inewitable expulsion
and arrest. Theres were 3 million ways in
which theilr prank could be delecied; they
krsw this, in %:sui_ and before the accident
had had zeveral excuzes prepared 4o avold a
harsh punizhment. ?E‘w Azsiztands on both
Evan's and their ships would dedlect the
maneuuer and by o dissuade dhem o take
ool Clerrick and hiz friends had
temporarily dizabled their own azziztandsz, a
suspicious thing in itseldly; the dedsciion
syzstems in uze arcund Earth sould record the
erntire mansuver. The ocurious, unauthorized
path their ships dook could be deduced from
their engine signatures. In thiz day and age,
they were drowning in damning evidence, ﬂ“ﬂ.h_
they wers wery surprized when, for soms
Feason, nons of thiz swidence surfaced.
Hlmost nothing of Evan's ship could be
recovered, certainly not the computer logs
from BEwvans Hssistand, There had been some
ot of problem with the VeMorld connection
and parts of the ships transmissions wers
losd, and neither Buvan, Derrick nor his
friends had any records of thelr personal
activity during the flight. Their assistands
had been detected az active by V-Morld,
except that they didn't sync their nHlll‘u—* info
With their waull, bod erased it. The radar and
dedection r‘e&:x:xr'dm should =411 have shown the
maneuser, bt for some reazon, either becausze
human space draffic investigative bureaucracy
Waz incompetent or because it didn'd
irvestigate carefully enough, no one came 4o
arrest Derrick or hiz friends. After Euan's
funeral had come and gone, his griswing
parents had lefd, and seweral wesks had
azzed, they were forced o tace the druth:
%‘hm,; Were responsible for Evan's death and
had miraculously godlen away with il

Derrick's friends breathed a zigh of relief
and got on with their studies, bud Derrick waz
noW a changed man. Consumed for the first
fime by guilt and shame, unable do understand
Why Ewvan was dead and he Was dres, he was
torced 4o accepd the consequences of his
actions. The night betore his gradustion
Derrick lett Earthiow Academy and newer came
back. Hiz former friends, who had carefully
gquat-ded their shared dark secred, were
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alarmed and angered. Here waz one who could,
it he ewer decided do break dheir shared pack
of silence, destroy all thelr careers. Derrick
nokd knows he has three ensmiss whers he
uzed to hawve friends, and 15 careful
sueryuhere he goss,

Derrick decided do escape into the only place
that would not oenguire aboud his past and
aocept his skills for the fudure: The Circle.
Hiz dofficial) accomplishments while st Earth
Hoademy werse gquickly recognized, and he
becams the leadsr ot one of the small cells
the Circle iz composed of. He emcels st
leading small feams in dangerous missions, and
goes ot of his way to help dhe needy and
Meak. Thers iz zHIl a drace of the eazy-
qoing, charizmatic pardy guy in him, but it is
tempered by the szericuzness of somsonsg who
triss 4o atone for hizs sins by helping and
sawing as many people as he cane He sill
cannot make sense of the fact that hiz orime
Maz not dizcovered: in hiz mind it borders on
the impossible that so many records wers
mizsing. He fears living to see his seored
come oud, magbe by someons Hlguring outd the
trudhy, or by some of the missing records from
hiz zenzor o the detector zatellites
appearing. He fears how such 3 seored would
be uzed against hiz family in the corrupt,
crime-riddled environment of hiz home planed
of Apollo. Abowe ally, he fears facing his old
g.a%her, and hawing 4o explain what he has
e,

He iz =sure, howewer, that soonsr or later he
Will be dizcowersd.

Hppearance

HE first glance, Derrick looks like your
sterectypical V-Morld fantasy leading man a
L-il‘?}.}."tﬂ.{ig'itq suare-jamed, athraciive young man
of about 29, He dresses formally with Circls
wacs sult uniform, and keeps hiz head oropped
shord, Most of dhe dime Derrick iz humorless,
factual and serious, and whenswer he Vlels
himzelt go” he usually geds back in condrol of
himzelt really fazt. During emergency
situations, however, Derricks drue perso
bubbles to the surtace: He becomss elechric

quips and drops withy comments and oracks
Jokes at hiz opponents’ espensze; and his words
and body language shows his subordinates he
really cares sbout them. Onoce the fight iz won
Derrick will celsbrate for 3 fem seconds and
then slip back 4o his personality mashk.
Derrick newver sbandons defenseless people
during & fight, and always places his life in
danger o sawe his subordinatss.

BACKGROUND NOTES

When off duty, Dervick doss not like do be
surroundsd by many people, at most by those
hie drusts, He thus iz nod the most appropriats
pegotiztor o diplomat in his deam. Bub he iz
honest, capable and drustuorthy. Becently,
howener, he has been sysing aloohol a3 s way
to forget hiz paintul memories. He s already
gokten drunk dwice in the past few months,
and iz starding to worry m‘.lsu.am‘. maybe he 15 in
for & problem.

Berrick’s Hzsistand: “Jonathan”
Derrick’s Hesistand’s name 18 Jonathan. He has

the appearance of a young male. Dressed like
a recently gradusted Eardhiow HAcademy Officer,

Jonathan aluays assists Uervick seriously,

behawing like a military subordinate. He
rarely offers proactive aduice oF comments on
the actions of his owner, but somsdimes 14
zeems like he were on the werge of orossing
the lins. Jonathan fakes care of all
communications Derrick needs do do with
anyons, even his family.



