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Concordia — The drap set up by Concordiz’s defenders at the jump poind
bedeen Concordiz’s and Bay Jing's star sysiems failed do stop the
Dewourers, who are on the move and approaching our plansd.

Concordian Military Forces devoled signiticant amounts of resources o
placing explosive mines next do the the jump poind bebween Epsilon Eridand
and Omicron £ Eridani, in the hope of desiroying o disabling as many
Devourer ships as possible as soon as they made the jump. I iz unknown
it the alisns are aftectsd by Jump Disorientation like humanz.

Untortunately, our correspondsnts repord, the drap did not do oany
significant damage io the enemy.

“Their ships are build of 3 material that iz beyond the toughness and
radistion protection of anything we know,” reporisd 5 military experd with
kEnowledge of the stlustion. “The lswels of heat and ensrgy absorpiion they
can handle are beyond anything we have seen o conceived.”

Conditions in Melissant and other major Concordian citiss are rapidly
deteriorating, a3 suppliss duwindle and authority disappesrs. Hhole disiricis
hawve descended indo chaos.

The entire Concordian tleet, supporised by the remains of Circle forces, is
on its wWay to meet the enemy halfuay bedusen the Jump poind and the
planed. The engagement should shtard within the day.
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[Tranzoript of privats wideo message send
by Epzilon Leader Trewor

Hil, Concordial

Ardoine, Circle

IPIDED MESLSRGE BEGIMSI

[H haggard Trewor HAntoine appears on the
soreen, standing in full Circle military
uniform in hiz office. The skylins of
Concordia, coversd in dark smoke, i =
through the window behind him. Hododne
looks at the cameral

2

“Thiz time you will $inally ged eid of
me” [Flesting smilel “Me all knew thiz, we
Just refused 4o sccept . Me are az much
a threat o the Devoursrs az s housetly
ig do ous, Hnyg of our modern soldisrs can
sftortlessly dizable an early-2Zisi
parrior, and that iz with just 3 duo-
hundeed-yesr head stard, These alisns are
tens of thousands of ysars oF more
beyond us, There 1= simply no condest.”

“T will lead dhe Circle flestd 4o suppord
Concordian efforts in the defensze of
Concordia. And conendional military
forces Will give their lives 3t HApello
and then at Earth, but DI be frank. He
Will nod sdop them. He will nod sven slow
them down., Unless something changes
radically, we will go sxidinct.”

“He hawve also dried do condact them in
euery way they can. Mg hawve broadeast
our unconditional surrender s thouzand
times. Me dor’t know iF they get our
messages of nod, or i they undersiand
them. It =ssems they hawve not bothersd o

reply.”

[Ardoine’s face changes indo an
sxpreszion of disgusitl

“He have begged the MNahili to supporid
ug, interceds for us. But dhosze bastards
don’t seem to care. The human speciss is
about o dis and we sl dop’d
understand what those blowfizh are all
about.”

“But DUm rambling, In short, thiz will nod
be won by forcs, not unless conditions
change. Mhich brings me fo you. Pour
mizsion provides our best hope for our
surwival, slim 3 hope as i sounds)”
“Cog omay be asking yourselues, how do
krnow? Mhy do I hawve =o much faith in
youd Hell.”

[Ardoine pauses and takes a deep breath]
“Lince the Circle was founded, we have
beliswed i would prove s wordh in 3
‘moment of druthy,” 8 detinding moment when
our purpose Would be perfectly clear.
Thiz belist comes down from our founder,
William Donowan, himself. He have aluays
thought our moment of druth had been our
response to the comet crash on Earth in
213301 now beliswe e were wrong. THIS
iz the Circle’s real momesnt of fruthas
theretore beliswe it iz MHOM when the
Circle, through you, will prowve its worth
o humanity,”

[Antoine sighsl

“Dm taking an 540 shudtle 40 my ship,
and then o engage the enemy. He will
ot see each other againe I owish you the
best,”

“Humanity doss not deserve oblivion.
Hopetully you will make us avoid that
fate,”

[Antoine gives & final smilsl

IFIDED HELSAGE EMODSD
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Hpolle — Concordis has been destroysd. Rlthough escaping ships could nod
zcan the planed’s surtace, 14 15 beliswed that 1t was bombed as thoroughly
as Mowwelle Wie and Bay Jing were. The chances of survivors are thus
negligible.

The only significant remaining fleed in human space iz the one that
protects Earth. Thiz means Hpollo iz praciically undefended.

There iz no word yst on when the Dewourers will leave Epsilon Eridan
and mowe dfowards our plansi,
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Hpolle — The Devourers are on the mowe again. They should be in ihe
Epsilon Indi star sysiem in days, deo wesks st dhe mosi,

We cannod stop them. He cannod swvacuats,

Someons, please help us.
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Hpolle — They are here.




Handount 21

Braml at Popular Orinking Spoi Bddribuied fo Ghoesi Ship' Tall
Tale

Providence, Logan’s End — FYesterday's larger—than-uzual bar brawl ad
the well-known Providence bar "Fearless,” which ended up with four injured
and eight arrested, waz sparked by a dizcusszion about 3 ‘ghost ship' story.

Melonia Ferrato, owner of Fearlsss Bar, explainsd that s merchant orew
recently arrived from space caused the fracas by telling the story.

“"They looked shaken and scared, and were obwiocusly drunk,” M. Ferrato
declared. "One of them then began shouting that in their last drip they had
come acrozs and deszbroysed a ‘ghost zhip, s ship that came oud of nowhers
in the depihs of space, from 3 place called Thrysaliz. Or something”

Aocording to Ms. Ferrato the slory of the ‘ghost ship® $rom the place with
the strange name caused hilarity in Fearless’ customers, who prompdly
began tessing and laughing st the merchants, who responded first with
insulis and then with wioclence. Then fighting erupded.

Local police have arrested the most likely instigators of the wiclenos,
including the five members of the merchant crew who starded the siory.
They hawe been identifised as kewin Mindon, Haszsan Leows, Gerardo Beward,
Doug OMalley and Oliver Sarvia. Their ship iz known as the Aurors
Borealiz and indesd it has recently parked in one of the orbital spods of
Logan's End.

Mz. Ferrato has siated that she will nod press charges. I s unknown
whether the police will charge the suspecis or i they will be zed free
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